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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Nonprovisional application filed on 
12/25/03. 

• Claims 1-13 are currently pending. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of 
the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/22/04 and 7/18/07 was in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "image data" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. The examiner is unclear whether "image" as cited in line 2 and "image data" as cited 
in line 6 are directed to the same meaning. The examiner herein interprets "image data" as data 
extracted and/or scanned from a document. Clarification from the applicants is herein required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent. in the United States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tanaka (US Pub. No. 
20020003897A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Tanaka discloses an apparatus (digital copy machine 100, fig. 1) for 
processing image data, comprising: 

• an image-reading section (scanner engine 3, fig. 1) to read an image on a document; 

• a network interface (communication interface 15, fig.l) to couple said apparatus to a network 
(communication interface 15 is implemented to connect to network 200 as shown in fig. 1 7); and 

• a rasterizer (rasterizer 9, fig. 1) to rasterize said image data so as to output rasterized image 
data (par. 43); wherein 

• said image data are scanner data (scanner data, par. 10 using scanner engine 11, fig. 1) 
acquired by reading said image on said document by means of a scanner included in said image- 
reading section, or PDL data inputted through said network interface coupled to said network. 

Regarding claim 2, Tanaka further discloses the apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 
a general-purpose image format converting section (vector conversion unit 23, fig. 1) to convert 
said scanner data or said PDL data to data of a same general-purpose image format (converts 
scanned image data into vector data, par. 41). 

Regarding claim 3, Tanaka further discloses the apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 
a data storage section (memory 13, fig. 1, par. 46) to store said data of said general-purpose 
image format, converted by said general-purpose image format converting section. 

Regarding claim 4, Tanaka further discloses a system for processing an image through a 
network, comprising: 
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• an image-processing apparatus (digital copy machine 100, fig. 1) that includes: 

an image-reading section (scanner engine 3, fig. 1) to read an image on a document; 
a first network interface (communication interface 15, fig.l) to couple said image- 
processing apparatus to said network (communication interface 15 is implemented to 
connect to network 200 as shown in fig. 17); and 

a general-purpose image format (vector conversion unit 23, fig. 1) converting section to 
convert scanner data (scanner data, par. 10 using scanner engine 11, fig. 1), acquired by 
reading said image on said document by means of a scanner included in said image- 
reading section, or PDL data, inputted through said network interface coupled to said 
network, to data of a same general-purpose image format (par. 43); and 

• an information-processing apparatus (external personal computer, which can be connected to 
the copy machine via communication interface 15, par. 148-149) that includes: 

a second network (external ports such as USB, IEEE1394, and etc allows personal 
computer to connect to the network 200, fig. 17) interface to couple said information-processing 
apparatus to said network; and 

a display section (inherently, all personal computer includes display unit allowing users 
to view document contents and etc) to display a reproduced image based on said data of said 
general-purpose image format. 

Regarding claim 5, Tanaka further discloses the system of claim 4, further comprising: an 
image-printing apparatus (printer 220, fig. 17) that includes: a third network interface (network 
interface allows the printer to connect to the network 200, fig. 17) to couple said image-printing 
apparatus to said network; and a printing section (printer 220, fig. 17) to print a reproduced 
image based on said data of said general-purpose image format. 

Regarding claim 6, Tanaka further discloses the system of claim 5, further comprising: a 
data-storing apparatus (server 500, fig. 20) that includes: a fourth network interface (network 
port of server 500 that allows the server to connect to the network 200, fig. 20) to couple said 
data-storing apparatus to said network; and a data storage section (server 500, fig. 20) to store 
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said data of said general-purpose image format, converted by said general-purpose image format 
converting section included in said image-processing apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka (US 
20020003897) and in view of Idehara (US 20010052995). 

Regarding claim 7, Tanaka discloses a system (image processing system comprising copy 
machine, printer, scanner, and personal computer, figs. 16-17, par. 143) for processing an image 
through a network (network 200, fig. 17), comprising: 

• an image-processing apparatus (digital copy machine 100, fig. 1) that are coupled to said 
network (communication interface 15 is implemented to connect to network 200 as shown in fig. 
17), and each of which includes a rasterizer (rasterizer 9, fig. 1) to rasterize image data, 
representing said image, so as to output rasterized image data; 

• an image-printing apparatus (printer 220, fig. 17) that is coupled to said network, and that 
includes an image-forming section (inherently, printer 220 includes a print engine for forming 
images onto print media) to form a reproduced image on a sheet and is coupled to said image- 
processing apparatus through said network. 

However, Tanaka fails to teach and/or suggest a system having plurality of image- 
processing apparatuses and a grouping section to group said plurality of image-processing 
apparatuses into at least one group including at least one of said plurality of image-processing 
apparatuses. In other words, Tanaka' s system only teaches a single copy machine 100 and a 
single printer 220 are connected to the network rather than plurality of printers and copiers are 
connected to the network as claimed in claim 7. 
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Idehara, in the same field of endeavor for image processing system, teaches a well-known 
example of wherein a plurality of copy machines (copiers), plurality of printers, plurality of host 
computers, scanners, and other network devices are connected to a single network (fig. 16). 
Tanaka also teaches a well-known example of a grouping section to group said plurality of 
image-processing apparatuses into at least one group including at least one of said plurality of 
image-processing apparatuses (grouping plurality of apparatuses, fig. 21, par. 140 and see 
features in claim 26). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify network of Tanaka to allow plurality of printers, copiers (image processing 
apparatuses), host computers, scanners, and a group section to connect to a single network as 
taught by Idehara enables users/operators to select different and/or substitute device (e.g. printer) 
if the selected device has been jammed or failed to operate (see figs. 40-42 of Idehara). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tanaka with Idehara to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 8, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 7, wherein an image- 
processing apparatus, being one of said plurality of image-processing apparatuses, includes a 
group information storing section to store group information including access restricting 
information (access information, for example, Mr. A has access to printer A, fig. 32, par. 165), 
serving (server 10, fig. 24) as access restriction established between an apparatus included in a 
group to which said image-processing apparatus belongs and another apparatus included in 
another group. 

Regarding claim 9, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 8, wherein said access 
restricting information also serves as access restriction established between an apparatus and 
another apparatus (input, output selection, fig. 52-53), both arbitrarily extracted from apparatuses 
coupled to said network irrespective of groups grouped by said grouping section (grouping, fig. 
32). 
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Regarding claim 10, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 7, wherein said image- 
printing apparatus includes a group information storing section to store group information 
including access restricting information (access information, for example, Mr. A has access to 
printer A, fig. 32, par. 165), serving (server 10, fig. 24) as access restriction established between 
an apparatus included in a group to which said image-printing apparatus belongs and another 
apparatus included in another group. 

Regarding claim 11, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 10, wherein said access 
restricting information also serves as access restriction established between an apparatus and 
another apparatus (input, output selection, fig. 52-53, also notes that copy machine A can be 
accessed by copy machine B via network), both arbitrarily extracted from apparatuses coupled to 
said network irrespective of groups grouped by said grouping section. 

Regarding claim 12, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 7, further comprising: a 
server (server 10, fig. 24) that is coupled to said network; wherein said server includes a group 
information storing section to store group information including access restricting information 
(access information, for example, Mr. A has access to printer A, fig. 32, par. 165), serving as 
access restriction established between an apparatus included in a group and another apparatus 
included in another group, in respect to every apparatus coupled to said network. 

Regarding claim 13, Idehara further teaches the system of claim 12, wherein said access 
restricting information also serves as access restriction established between an apparatus and 
another apparatus (input, output selection, fig. 52-53, also notes that copy machine A can be 
accessed by copy machine B via network), both arbitrarily extracted from apparatuses coupled to 
said network irrespective of groups grouped by said grouping section. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Thierry L. Phi 



